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Villa Volpone

10 Fairfax Road, N.W.Q
12th June, 1939

MY  DEAR RICHARD   WATTS,

So the visit to America of King George and Queen
Elizabeth has had some result! It has made one American
think of me!

Let me recapitulate. I asked the New York Herald-
Tribune for more money. No answer. I said that if writing
for the Herald-Tribune was looked upon as largely its own
reward, as in the case of the Manchester Guardian in Eng-
land, I would not ask for more. No answer. Did they want
my articles to go on ? No answer. Did they want my
articles to stop ? No answer. Would they behave like
charming cultivated Americans and reply to my letters and
cables ? No answer.1

There is a faint chance of my knowing before I die why
Hannibal turned back, who wrote Shakespeare's plays, and
what happened to the Marie Celeste. There is none, I take
it, of my ever knowing the reason for the silence of the
New York Herald-Tribune.

In the meantime be assured that neither you nor the
paper will be pilloried in Ego 4. Or pilloried only in the
nicest possible manner. I shall probably pelt you with sour
grapes. Also please realise that I still retain the warmest
regard for you. I quit you not "wiz despise," as Mme
Karen Bramson, standing on the poop, said to the receding
cliffs of Dover after the failure of her play. And I thank
you enormously for writing.

Now will you please execute a commission for me ? If
you run across that exquisite lynx George Jean Nathan
will you give him my equally warm regards ?

Yours very sincerely,

JAMES AGATE

June 15       My mail this morning consisted of a pleasant
Thursday,   letter from P. G. Wodehouse inquiring after the
progress of Ego 4; a letter from Hadley nega-
1 For twelve months the New York Herald-Tribune paid for my articles
at less than one-third the lowest rate I have received in this country
during the last ten years. So far as I remember I sent six letters and
four cables.